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HCGS reserves the right to edit submissions and other 
material for space, content, clarity, grammar, and spelling.  
This newsletter may be freely photocopied and distributed, 
in its entirety, as long as it is not reproduced for proýt or 
other personal gain.  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Most of us at some time during our educational years 
had a teacher give the proverbial assignment on what 
we did during our summer vacations. I don’t know about 
you, but back then, I simply scribbled a few sentences to 
meet the teacher’s criteria for getting a good grade and 
never thought about it again. But if I were asked to write 

about this past summer (not that it was necessarily a vacation), I could 
easily come up with a few thousand words to please my teacher on the 
subject of family history. In the interest of space, though, I will keep it 
to a few hundred words, and maybe you will glean some ideas for your 
next “summer vacation” and possibly a family history project or two.
    For my Buller family reunion in June, I compiled a booklet that 
was given to family members on the main gathering day. Several 
months ahead of time, I sent out a request for stories, photographs, and 
other items of interest from my cousins, aunts, and uncles about my 
grandparents, Daniel Stuart and Maria M. (Ratzlaff) Buller, on whom 
the booklet focuses. We cousins never knew our Grandpa Buller as he 
died before any of us were born, so that limited our input on the subject; 
but we had a lot of memories about Grandma Buller and past get-
togethers. I gave everyone a lot of leeway, and sent out some questions 
to get their thoughts rolling. I also asked everyone to contribute their 
current contact information (family members’ names, postal and email 
addresses, telephones, family websites, etc.) so that could be included 
in a separate section, and their updated genealogical data. Slowly 
the stories, information, and pictures began trickling in, eventually 
culminating in a roaring rush as everyone suddenly remembered a 
certain tidbit or more to a story, or found an old photo of so-and-so. The 
postman and cyberspace were never so busy.
    I ended up with more material than could possibly be used without 
making it a huge print job, so had to pick and choose, saving the rest for 
another project I had in mind but hadn’t quite ironed out the details on 
at that time. I set the booklet up mainly using my MS Works, Adobe and 
PrimoPDF programs. For handling photographs, page graphics and other 
like items, I used Paint Shop Pro, PhoTags Express and PrintMaster. 
I purchased the necessary amount of 3-brad folders at Wal-Mart for 
10¢ each. The end result was 36 pages, including two for autographs. 
When I put each folder together, I also included the May issue of The 
Homesteader and an order insert for “extra Buller stuff to request.”
    Everyone was thrilled with their booklet! It was quite an undertaking, 
but I came out of the project with the added beneýt, and blessing, of 
having learned a great deal more about my grandparents’ lives and 
family in the early twentieth century. Since then, I have been creating a 
“family album” (on computer) with all  of the items I didn’t have room 
for in the booklet, which I will burn onto CD along with the family 
GEDCOM, and will soon be sending to those cousins who requested it 
(that’s the “extra Buller stuff” mentioned above).
    I don’t know how long it will be until our extended family can get 
together again, but it was suggested that our next reunion booklet 
focus on health and medical information in genealogical format, which 
I think is an excellent idea. That is something we should accomplish 
without waiting for a planned time to begin compiling. This would be 
a great source for our descendants in future generations, such as when 
searching for possible answers to family medical mysteries and making 
healthcare decisions.
    So…what did you do during your summer vacation?

Diana Carmichael

CALL FOR
VOLUNTEERS
Now that summer is over, the kids are 
in school, and vacations and family 
reunions have been enjoyed, do you 
ýnd yourself with some extra time on 
your hands? Would you like to volunteer for a worthwhile 
cause? Our society is always looking for folks who have 
some time to help with various projects. Here is a sampling 
of some Harvey County related projects we could use help 
with:

transcribing historical documents
transcribing the Kansas censuses for Harvey County
old newspaper transcriptions
creating indexes of all types
interviewing and collecting oral and written family 
histories
verifying cemetery records
physical recording of headstones (especially the harder 
to read stones)
compiling building histories and other historical 
summaries
speaking in schools & groups on family history topics
publicity liaison to businesses, libraries, etc. (placing 
brochures, newsletters, etc.)
coordinating projects with volunteers and the 
community
research and/or writing articles for society publications

Some of these you can do from the comfort of your own 
home, while others can be completed within the bounds of 
Harvey County. Contact the society with your volunteer 
interests and we will give you the details.
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Name                	 Tele. No.
AMES, R. D.            	 11
ANDERSON, C. M.        	37-N-2
BERNER, Lawrence        6-K-21
BUDDE, Carl            	 56
DAVIS, Mrs. Emma        4-K-12
DAVIS, M. L.            	 4-N-4
DEY, Frank            	 32
DITTO, Mac            	 41-N-2
DUBOIS, Vern            	 43
ESAU, Otto            	 65
FARMER, Dr. W. R.        21
GILCHRIST, Don        	 54-N-3
GILCHRIST, Mrs. M. K.	54-K-11
GUTHRIE, Clyde        	 47-K-21
GUTHRIE, George        	47-K-12
GUTHRIE, John        	 70
GUTHRIE, J. C.            	47-N-21
GUTHRIE, Wayne        	 42-N-3
GUTHRIE, Wm.            	42-K-21
HAGUE, Loren            	 4-N-2
HARRY, Mrs. Norah       92
HOPKINS, Roy            	 99
JANTZ, E. M.            	 53-N-3
KARTER, Frank            	54-N-5
KIRK, Homer            	 53-N-3
LOWE, Claude O.        	 67
MCCLURE, Lester        	6-N-5
MCCLYMONDS, Dr. R.C. 45-W

Name            		  Tele. No.
MCCORD, S. R.        	 35
MCQUOWN, Mrs. W. H. 62
MCQUOWN, Will        	 47-N-3
MEETZ, Albert            	 24
MEETZ, Carl            	 52-N-4
MEETZ, Harry            	 52-K-21
MILLS, Wm.            	 38
MILLER, M. G.            	 78-N-2
MOORE, R. A.            	 48-N-3
MOOREHEAD, A. R.     	63
MUNSON, Mrs. E. L.     	54-N-2
PARKHURST, Arthur    	48-N-2
PATTON, A. R.            	 41-N-12
PETERS, Mrs. Anna    	 6-N-4
SPANGLER, O. L.        	 46
STRATTON, David        	47-K-22
STRATTON, Kermit        42-N-11
STRATTON, M. E.        	 96
STRATTON, Paul        	 78-N-3
TALLERDAY, J. L.        	76
WAGNER, Bert            	 41-N-3
WAGNER, Lester        	 6-K-12
WATT, W. C.            	 16
WILL, Albert            	 47-N-2
WILL, Joe            	 6-N-30
WISE, Frank            	 5
WORK, Robert            	 47-N-4

1939 Walton City Directory
List of private residential telephone numbers extracted from the 
1939 Walton City Directory. (Private residences only; businesses and 
other entities are not included.)

The Villages of Harvey County
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N    The Walton community was ýrst laid out as a townsite by William 
Matthews in December, 1871.  He built his home there that winter.  The 
second building was built by Baldwin and Glynn, part of which was used 
by B. C. Johnson as a general store.  H.B. Childs, T. J. Hawley, and F. 
Sanders were the earliest residents of the community.  The post ofýce and 
school house were soon constructed.  The townsite was sold to J.F. Watson 
in 1876, and the city was incorporated in 1886.  The ýrst issue of the Walton 
Independent newspaper was published on April 2, 1886, which reported the 
following:
   S. R. McArthur’s new store room is under course of erection.  It will be 
quite an addition to our town when completed.  His father’s new home, 

eastern part of town is also being built.  
   John House and family, of the Hoosier 
State, will move to our town early in 
April.  Here’s our hand.”
   About 1 o’clock one night last week 
the alarm of ýre was raised at the 
Walton Hotel.  The proprietor’s boy got 
up, struck a match, and failing to put it 
out before throwing it down, set the bed 
on ýre.  No damage was done except 
the burning of the bed, Bill Godfrey’s 
coat, a lady’s hat and a few other small 
articles.  The evening before, the house 
occupied by Mr. James was found to be 
on ýre.  It was put out in a short time 
without doing but little damage.
   W. J. Gray, of near Annelly, has moved 
to our little city.
   J. H. Eversole is building a neat little 
residence in the western part of town.
  J. T. Souders has commenced the 
erection of his domicile in north part of 
town.
   R. Y. McDill, an old settler, has sold 
his farm, situated one half mile east of 
here, to a Mr. DeLong, and has moved 
to Lyons, Rice county, this state. 




