
Volume 2  Issue 6  -  november 2006  -  ISSN 1559-3592

THE  HOMESTEADER
newsletter of the harvey county genealogical society

The Legend of Katie Vance
The Greenwood Cemetery records show that “Katie Vance, who 

succumbed Nov. 28, 1902, was the oldest person to find a final 
resting place in the Newton cemetery.  She died at the ripe age 
of 123 years, and more remarkable still, old age was given as the 
cause on her death certifiate”, according to an article submitted by 
Adella Martin, Newton city clerk in 1923.

It is not known when Mrs. Vance arrived in Harvey County.  In 
1880 she was living on 5th Street west of Main Street in Newton, in 
the home of her daughter’s family, along with her husband Wilson 
Vance.  Wilson died in September, 1894.  Katie was still living there 
when she died in 1902.  Her obituary follows:

Aged Colored Woman Dead
Kate Vance, an old colored lady whose age has been variously 

estimated at from 105 to 125 years, died last night at the home 
of her son-in-law, Willis Brooks on West Fifth Street.  The cause 
of death was old age.  When Mrs. Vance was younger and her 
memory was better, she could recall and relate incidents of the 
time of Washington and Jefferson.  She is supposed to have 
been born, as near as the members of the family can say, within 
a few years of the birth of the United States.  The funeral will be 
held tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock from the Second Baptist 
Church of which she was a member.

Surely Katie would have had amazing stories to tell.  All that 
is left to us of her life is found in this obituary.  Both Wilson & 
Katie were  unable to afford burial plots, so both are buried in an 
unknown location of Greenwood Cemetery in one of several potters’ 
fields, and no headstones were ever placed for either of them.

A Call For All
Pioneer Women!

Submit your stories & biographies of 
Harvey County Pioneer Women, and 
you will be entered in a drawing for a 
free copy of the book  Pioneer Women 
by Joanna Stratton. Any woman 
living in Harvey County prior to 1900 
or any stories relating to her life during 
this period will be appropriate for 
consideration in our upcoming Pioneer 
Women issue.   Send your submission  
before March 1, 2007.

The Homesteader
Beginning in 2007, The 

Homesteader will be published 
quarterly.  The following new  
publication dates & primary 
issue topics are planned:
February - Halstead, Kansas
May - Our Pioneer Women
August - Hesston, Kansas
November - AVI (Arkansas 
Valley Interurban)

Submissions & suggestions 
are always welcomed.

A Time For Renewal
 Now is the time to renew your HCGS membership - or perhaps join 

for the first time!  Your support of the Society in this way is a VERY 
important part that enables us to produce this newsletter and to 
maintain & develop our website.  It simply cannot be accomplished 
without you.  Please consider your part in promoting Genealogical 
research and record transcription in Harvey County.  You now have 
the option of renewing your membership or making donations to 
the Society online using PayPal.  Simply go to www.paypal.com 
or use the link found at www.kcgsks.org.  Click on “send money” 
and donate to “funds@hcgsks.org” - and your transaction will be 
immediately completed.  Please accept our sincere thanks for your 
continued support of the Harvey County Genealogical Society.
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Daniel Ainsworth
Daniel Henry Ainsworth was born at Milton, 

Chittenden County, Vermont Jan. 26, 1839, and 
passed away at Phoenix, Ariz., Nov. 20, 1922.  When 
he was quite young his father, moved to Medina, Ohio, 
where Daniel grew to manhood.  He was married to 
Charlotte Reiley at Dayton, O., on Thanksgiving day, 
Nov. 26, 1863.  Of this union three children were 
born, Harry, Throop and Blanche.  He was one of 
the pioneers of Kansas, coming to the state in 1871.  
He spent a few months at Augusta and then moed 
to Newton and homesteaded on the land on which 
the old home on West Twelfth street still stands.  He 
maintained a land business here for years, riding to 
Wichita on horse back to attend to business. He was 
one of the first complete sets of county officers, having 
been appointed clerk of the court, in January 1873, 
serving two years.  After his wife died in 1902 he went 
to Phoenix, Ariz., where he had since been engaged as 
a mining promoter.  He was married to Phoee Marie 
Haynes, Jan. 3, 1910, at Chicago.  She was at Oberlin, 
O., and he was making plans to join her when the end 
came.  He had been suffering from asthma for some 
time and this trouble affected his heart.  He often was 
compelled to get up during the night and sit in a chair 
for relief in breathing.  He did this Sunday night before 
he died.  During the next forenoon the young man who 
was with him called a physician and at one o’clock 
in the afternoon they took him to a hospital, where, 
within ten minutes he passed away Monday afternon, 
November 20.  He suffered little if any pain.  His wife, 
two sons, of Washington D.C., and bother Avery, of St. 
John, Kan., were unable to come for the funeral which 
was held at the Sprikller chapel Saturday afternoon 
at 2:00 o’clock.  He was interred in Greenwood 
cemetery.  Miss Blanche feels deeply grateful for all 
the kind assistance rendered and the many kindly 
remembrances shown her during her trying period 
incident to the death of her father.  Mr. Ainsworth was 
held in much esteem by many old time friends here, 
who were pained to learn of the passing of another 
pioneer of the county. (The Newton Kansan-Republican, Nov. 
29, 1922.  Page 4).

Obituaries of Some Early Officials
Joseph Patton

The death of J.T. Patton, a highly respected citizen of 
Harvey County and ex-county commissioner, occurred 
Thursday night about 9:00 o’clock, at his home near 
Walton.  He had been failing in health for the past five 
or six months.  The funeral will be held at the Methodist 
Church at Walton Saturday morning at 10:30 and 
interment will be made in the cemetery there.  Mr. Patton 
has been active in the community affairs of Walton 
and Pleasant township during his residence there and 
had served as commissioner of the First District for six 

years.  He came to 
Kansas in 1873, 
h o m e s t e a d i n g 
a farm in what 
was then Marion 
county but later 
was incorporated in 
Walton township, 
Harvey County.  
After nine years 
residence there, he 
moved to Pleasant 
township where 
he lived for eight 
years, returning to 
Walton township 
after purchasing a 
farm that adjoins 
Walton on the 
north, which had 
since been his 
home.  He held the 
offices of justice of 
peace and trustee 
in both Pleasant 
and Walton 

townships and resigned as trustee in 1900 to serve 
as county commissioner to fill the unexpired term 
of two years caused by the rsignation of R.C. Rich, 
commissioner of the First district.  He was a staunch 
Republican and in 1902 he was re-elected to serve a four 
year term.  In all public offices Mr. Patton conducted 
the affairs in a straight forward, business like way and 
that always commanded the admiration and respect 
of the community.  He was always active in whatever 
pertained to the best good in school affairs and was 
a faithful worker in the Methodist Church of Walton.  
He had enlisted in Co. H., 80th Illinois infantry and 
served three years, being mustered out at the age of 21 
years and had been a member of the Judson Kilpatrick 
post of Newton.  He is survived by his wife, daughter 
Mary, who has been a teacher in the Walton school 
for the past fifteen years, sons, A.R., Orlie, and Carl 
of Walton, and two sons who reside in western coast 
states.  (The Newton EK-R, Jan. 5, 1917.  Page 1).
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T. S. Floyd
Another Citizen Gone.  Dr. T. 

S. Floyd, one of if not the first 
settler in what now comprises 
Harvey county, died in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, last Thursday 
night.  The cause of his death is 
said to have been pneumonia, 
yet persons acquainted with 
his habits there report that 
whisky was the principal cause 
of his death.  Dr. Floyd came to 
Southwestern Kansas in an early 
day, and was at one time an U. S. 
Army physician upon the plains.  
His present farm near Sedgwick 
City, and where his wife now 
resides, he entered when the U. 
S. Land Office was at Iola.  The 
Dr. was strictly a scientific man, 
and one of the best read men 
in the State.  He had an active 
and retentive mind, and was an 
energetic and untiring worker, as 
also a fluent speaker and ready 
writer.  His ability was beyond 
question.  He was at one time a 
county comissioner of Sedgwick 
county when it comprised this 
county, and was at another 
time a commissioner of this 
county.  He published the first 
newspaper ever printed in this 
city and county.  An interesting 
history of his life, services and 
career might be written, for he 
was the orinator of Sedgwick 
City and its “God father” for 
years.  We saw him last at Las 
Vegas about a year ago.  Peace 
to his remains, as they lie buried 
in New Mexican soil.  (The Newton 
Kansan, May 4, 1882.  Page 3).

Dwight W. Bunker
Dwight W. Bunker, brother of 

the late Capt. H. W. Bunker, died of 
apoplexy at his home in Galesburg, 
Ill., last week.  The funeral was held 
Thursday.  Mr. Bunker is well kown 
here to old residents, having come 
to Newton with Capt. Bunker twen-
ty five years ago.  He took a claim 
here at that time and lived here 
four or five years.  He was elected 
County Clerk in 1873 and resigned 
in 1875. Mr. Bunker was fifty-four 
years old at the time of his death 
and was in apparent good health.  
He was Junior commander of the 
Grand Army in Illinois and was a 
prominent citizen.  He leaves a wife 
and one son.  D. W. Bunker and 
H. W. Bunker were two only sons 
and both died of the same disease.  
His old friends will be very sorry to 
learn of his death.  (The Newton Kan-
san, Nov. 18, 1897, Page 4).

H. W. Hubbard
Word has been received by Newton 

friends of the death September 
28 of H. W. Hubbard, of Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas, and formerly as 
resident of this city.   Mr. Hubbard 
was elected Register of Deeds in 
1872   The news came through 
the elder son Corril Hubbard of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan who was 
leaving for Siloam Springs.  Mr. 
Hubbard was 89 years of age and he 
and Mrs. Hubbard had hoped soon 
to celebrate their 65th wedding 
anniversary.  Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard 
and their three sons, Corril, Gene, 
and Harold left Newton in the 
late nineties leaving many warm 
friendships in Newton which have 
never been severed.  Newton has 
been dear to them throughout their 
years of residence in Arkansas, and 
Newton friends hae never failed to 
call on the honored couple when on 
motor trips to that vicinity.  Death 
claimed the second son Gene.  
Harold is living in Arkansas and it 
was through him that the older son 
Corril was summoned to the aid of 
their mother in this time of sorrow.    
(The Newton EK-R, Sep 29, 1936. Page 2).

Horace W Bailey
Horace W. Bailey will be remembered 

by the older residents of the county, 
as he was the first county clerk, 
having been appointed to the position 
by Governor John M. Harvey.  Horace 
Bailey died at his home in Canute, 
Oklahoma, Friday May 26, after a 
sicness of some six or eight months.  
The immediate cause of his death 
being dropsy complicated with heart 
disease.  Mr. Bailey was one of the early 
settlers in this part of Kansas, coming 
here in 1870 and filing on a claim in 
Richland township, Harvey county.  
He took an actie part in political 
affairs in an early day and was upon 
the organization of Harvey county, 
appointed to the office of county clerk 
by James M. Harvey, then governor of 
the state, and at the first election held 
in the following May, he was elected to 
the same office which he filled to the 
expiration of his term.  About 1891 he 
moved to Whitewater and established 
The Tribune, a weekly paper which 
he edited and published for three or 
four years, during which time he held 
the office of postmaster.  He disposed 
of his interests here about 1895 and 
moved to Oklahoma Territory where 
he was interested in newspaper work 
at several places finally locating at 
Cloud Chief, editing a paper there 
which he afterwards moved to 
Cordell on account of the change in 
the county seat.  He was appointed 
U.S. court commissioner for Washita 
county in 1898 which office he held 
until last December when he resigned 
on account of ill health.  He was an 
old soldier and a member of the W.C. 
Ward post at this place.  In November 
1989, he was married to Mrs. Rosa 
E. Henslee of Lyons Texas, to whom 
two children, a son and a daughter, 
were born, who together with two 
step sons and a brother and sister 
survive to mourn the loss of a kind 
and affectionate husband, father, and 
brother.  The bereaved family have 
the sympathy of all thefriends in this 
community who were greatly shocked 
at the news of his death as very few of 
them knew of his illness.  (The Newton 
EK-R, June 13, 1905.  Page 4).

We find Register 
of Deeds Hubbard 
busily engaged in 
his office now-a-
days from morning 
till night.  Go to 
it, Hub,that’s what 
we got you there 

for. - The Newton Kansan, 
Jan. 30, 1873.  Page 3.

Elected to Serve Harvey County
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The Homesteader will be published quarterly beginning in 2007 by the 
Harvey County Genealogical Society, PO Box 75, Newton, Kansas 67114.  
To be added to the mailing list, submit materials, or for more information 
about the content listed in this issue, contact Darren McMannis, Editor, 
at editor@hcgsks.org.  HCGS reserves the right to edit submissions and 
other material for space, content, clarity, grammar, and spelling.  This 
newsletter may be freely photocopied and distributed, in its entirety, as 
long as it is not reproduced for profit or other personal gain.  

haRVEY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
“You’ve Got Family Here”

PO BOX 75    NEWTON KS  67114
info@hcgsks.org  -  www.hcgsks.org

John E. Duncan

News has been received in this city of the death 
in Ames, Iowa, of John E. Duncan, one of the 
pioneer settlers of Newton and Harvey county.  
Mr. Duncan came to this section of the state 
in about 1872, from Darlington, Wisconsin, and 
settled on the northeast quarter of ther section 
a portion of which now belongs to E.E. White.  
The northwest quarter of this section was then 
owned by Ed Marks, once city marshal here; 
the southeast quarter by O.B. Hildreth; and 
the southwest quarter by George Mellin.  Mr. 
Duncan represented this county in the state legislature and 
afterwards moved to the city and began the publication of 
the Harvey County News in the building now occupied by 
the postal telegraph.  Afterwards, the office of the paper 
was moved to the store room now occupied by Frank 
Ollinger.  (The Newton Kansan, November 6, 1900, P4).

Died. Near his claim, three miles southwest of Newton, 
Friday, Sept. 27, 1872, William Frazee, of malignant and 
intermittent fever.  Aged 22 years.  Also, R. S. Hayes, at 
his place, nine miles east of Newton, in Pleasant township, 
September 11th, 1872, of typhoid fever.  He leaves a wife 
and one child. (Newton Kansan Oct 3, 1872 P3).

John Calvin Johnston
J.C. Johnston Answers ‘Taps’.  Harvey Co. Homesteader and 

Civil War Veteran Passes On.  John Calvin Johnston, 85 year old 
Civil War Veteran, died at his home at 623 1/2 Main last evening 
at nine o’clock.  Mr. Johnston had been in frail health for some 
time, but yesterday did not complain and was about a little more 
than usual.  Shortly before nine o’clock his son, Don W. Johnston 
who has lived with his father for the past seven years, went to 
the post office for the mail.  He took it up to his father, went 
downstairs... going back at nine o’clock.  He found his father lyig 
in the hall connecting the living room with the kitchen, for which 
place he had probably started to get a drink.  The son called help 

and lifted his father to his bed where he breathed his last a few minutes later.
Mr. Johnston’s death takes from the community one of its best known and highly respected citizens and one 

of the pioneers of this locality.  He and his two brothers, Milton A. and Will E., arrived in this county o May 1, 
1871 from Indiana Couty, PA., he homesteading the southeast quarter of section 34, Highland township.  He 
lived there for about ten years moving to Newton when he became county treasurer for four years and for thirty 
years has been in the real estate business here, at the same time handling all old soldiers’ pensions for the local 
Judson Kilpatrick post.  He has kept their records for years, his books being an example of good penmanship 
and careful detail.  He was married Nov. 17, 1868 at Pine Flats, PA., to Mary Perry, leavig his wife and oldest 
son, Sam, in Pennsylvania when he and his brothers came to Kansas.  They joined him later when he had a 
place prepared for them.  In the meantime he had joined Company A, 61st Pennsylvania Volunteers in May, 
1864, and served his country during Civil War days.  It was at the Spottsylvania Courthouse famous battle 
of that war that Mr. Johnston received the wound that he carried for life.  On the morning of July 5, he had 
stationed himself behind a tree and was pkcing off gunners of the enemy.  They soon spooted him and turned a 
cannon on the tree which sheltered him.  A shell struck the tree and a large piece tore away the left side of his 
face.  He lay there all day and at nighta detail of his company was sent back to gather up their dead.  A comrade 
discovered he was still breathing and sent him 20 miles on a feed wagon to an emergency hospital.  He was given 
temporary treatment and sent home on a furlough.  A year later he determined to have some surgery done to 
permit removal of a mask and his bravery was again demonstrated when he refused to take an anesthetic for 
two hours of cutting on his face.  His patriotism, continued thru life.  He was one of the original memebers of the 
National Guard here and a charter member of the Judson Kilpatrick post, being secretary of that organization 
at the time of his death.

Mr. Johnston was born on July 1, 1846 in Indiana County, Pa., a son of Samuel H. and Sarah (Darr) 
Johnston, making him 85 years, ten months and 11 days at the time of his death.  His two brothers and his wife 
have passed on, the latter about 22 years ago.  She was buried in Greenwood cemetery, in which Mr. Johnston 
and his two brothers, dug the first grave.  There are surviving him this  his three sons, Sam P. of Crawley, La., 
Harry H., of Rosemead, Calif., and Don W. at home.  Mr. Johnston will be at the Sprinkler Mortuary until the 
funeral hour which will be Monday afternoon at 2:30 o’clock at the First Presbyterian church, the Rev. F. E. 
Black officiating. (The Evening Kansan-Republican, May 13, 1932, P1).
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