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This enterprising city, bearing the name of one of the most prominent journalists 
in the Eastern States, is located on the south bank of the Little Arkansas River.. In 
1883, William Cutler wrote that Halstead served as the junction of the St. Louis & 
San Francisco and the main line of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway. The 
city, besides supporting the usual number of business enterprises, has the largest 
flouring mill in the county, two elevators with a capacity of 15,000 and 12,000 
bushels respectively and a feed mill. 

In the spring of 1872 a settlement was made in the vicinity of what is now known as 
Halstead, by Samuel Leeper, James Popkins, Frank Brown, David Patrick, and John 
Corgan, who located earlier. In the summer of the same year, the first attempt was 
made towards laying off a town site, by Capt. John Sebastian, a large stockholder 

in the A. T. & S. F. R’y, who laid off a town site one and one-half miles east of the present site. In the fall of 1872 the Halstead 
Town Company was organized with H. D. Allbright, president. A tract of 480 acres was purchased and in the spring of 1873 the 
present town site of Halstead was laid off. The foundations of the first building in the town site were laid March, 1873, by G. 
W. Sweesy, who had located eighty rods from the town site in the fall of 1872. This building was when completed a two story 
frame, 32 x 42 feet, and is still used as a hotel, known as the Sweesy House. The next building was moved from Sedgwick 
City by O. Y. Hart, and used for store purposes. Fred Eckert moved his drug store from Sedgwick and opened the first stock of 
drugs. He was followed by Fred Brewer, who opened a general store. At this time the town suspended building operations and 
remained dormant until the spring of 1874, when John Lehman, Jacob Deidieter, B. Warkentine, Peter Wiebe, M. S. Ingalls and 
others moved in and established business enterprises. From this time on the town had a slow but steady growth until 1880, since 
which time it has grown rapidly and is now one of the important business centers of the county. 

Among the early events may be noticed the first marriage in the spring of 1873, the contracting parties being Mrs. Mary J. 
Collier and O. Y. Hart; the first birth, a child of David Eckert, in the spring of 1874; the first death, May 25, 1874, was that of 
John Ashford, who “died with his boots on” being killed in difficulty over a claim in the vicinity of Halstead. The first religious 
services were held in the Sweesy House, in the spring of 1873, by Rev. John Harris, of the Methodist persuasion. The first 
disastrous fire occurred March 8, 1879, in which three buildings, occupied by Lehman Bros., M. S. Ingalls and the Zurheimath 
printing office were destroyed, occasioning a loss of $7,000.  A school house 28 x 36 feet was built in the winter of 1873-4, Miss 

Laura Bell Walker being the first teacher. This building was occupied 
until 1882, when the large brick one was completed at a cost of $6,000. 

Municipal Organization- Halstead was incorporated as a city of the third 
class, March 12, 1877; at the first city election, held March 24, 1877, 
the vote was canvassed by James Ryan, Henry Ruth and G. W. Brainine, 
and resulted as follows: Mayor, H. H. McAdams; Councilmen, C. S. 
Brown, O. Y. Hart, John Lehman, J. E. Ruth and M. S. Ingalls; Police 
Judge, James Ryan. Appointed officers: G. E. Terry, Clerk; W. M. Tibbot, 
Treasurer; W. C. Hinkle, Marshal. The officers in 1882 were: G. W. 
Sweesy, Mayor; Jacob Linn, H. B. Ruth, N. C. Groom, C. Philbrick, John 
Lehamn, Councilmen; G. W. Cutter, Police Judge; G. E. Terry, Clerk; J. 
W. Tibbot, Treasurer; T. B. Van Horn, Marshal. 

The Post Office was established in the spring of 1873, George W. Sweesy being appointed Postmaster. The Bank of Halstead 
was incorporated February 3, 1882.  Its corporators were: M. S. Ingalls, B. Warkentine, J. H. McNair, Jacob Linn and R. M. 
Spivey.  Officers: M. S. Ingalls, Pres.; B. Warkentine, Vice-Pres.; J. H. McNair, cashier.                     (continued on back cover)
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3 Generations In Halstead

The Christoff & Caroline Froelich Family
AGED WOODCHOPPER DIES FROM INJURY
Christoff Froelick Pinned for Hours by Fallen Tree
 
Christoff Froelick, an elderly resident here, who was cutting down trees near the 
Riverside park yesterday afternoon, was found pinned to the ground by a fallen 
tree about 3:00 o’clock.  The man was hurriedly taken to the hospital where he 
died about an hour later.  J. E. Thompson found the injured man and from all 
indications Mr. Froelick had been there for several hours.  Funeral arrangements 
were not complete at the time of writing. (The Evening Kansan-Republican, Newton, Kansas.  
Tuesday, February 8, 1927.  Page 3. NOTE: The actual article listed the name incorrectly as Rudolph Froehlick).    Froelich Funeral at Newton Today.  Chris 
Froelich, 78, who was killed when chopping wood in Riverside park Monday afternoon was taken to Newton for funeral service at the 
Lutheran church today.  Mr. Froelich was born in Russia, and lived there until past 25 years of age.  He was married in the old country to 
Caroline Froelich.  To this union were born eight children, all of whom are living.  They are Mrs. E. Rink, Chicago; Mrs. Vina Froelich, 
Chicago, Louis Froelich, Wichita; Julius of Oklahoma, Gutliff of Minnesota, Adolph, Rudolph, and Mrs. Pete Ratzlaff, all of this city. He 
also leaves his elderly widow to mourn his death.  Interment was in an Oklahoma cemetery. (The Evening Kansan-Republican, Newton, Kansas.  
Wednesday, February 9, 1927.  Page 3.)  NOTE:  Chris & Caroline are actually buried in Greenwood Cemetery in Newton.
 
Mrs. Caroline Froelich, after a lingering illness due to the infirmities of old age, died Wednesday morning, Feb. 25 at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. P. Ratzlaff, near Halstead.  She was 90 years, two months and 14 days old.  She was the daughter of Andrew and Katherine 
Froelich and was born in Poland, Dec. 11, 1851.  She was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith remaining a faithful member 
of the Lutheran church until her death.  In 1871 she was united in marriage to Christoff Froehlich, who preceded her in death Feb. 7, 
1927.  In 1892 she came to America with her husband, and they made their home in Oklahoma, where they resided until the summer of 
1926, when they moved to Halstead where she spent the remaining days of her life.  She leaves eight children:  Lewis, Towanda; Julius, 
Perry, Okla; Evaline Ratzlaff, near Halstead; Alvina, Chicago, Ill; Gottlieb, Wausau, Wis; Adolph, Newton; Mrs. Christina Rink, Maize, 
Kans.; Rudolph, Halstead; twenty-four grand children and thirteen great grandchildren.  Three children, Elizabeth, Andrew, and Pauline, 
preceded her in death.  Funeral services will be conducted in Zion Lutheran Church in Newton, Friday afternoon, Feb. 27, at 2:30, with 
Rev. E. H. Wilms, Pastor, officiating.  Burial will be in Greenwood cemetery under direction of McCarthy & Dreese of Halstead.  (The 
Evening Kansan-Republican, Newton, Kansas.  Thursday, February 26, 1942.  Page 4.)

Children of Christoff & Caroline Froelich

Miss Alwina Froelich, 72, longtime Halstead resident, died Tuesday evening in a nursing 
home at Moundridge, where she had lied for the past two years. Miss Froelich came to the 
United States in 1891 and moved to the Halstead community in 1910.  She is survived by 
four brothers, Rudolph of Halstead, Julius of Columbus, Kas., Gottlieb of Warsaw, Wisc., 
and Adolph of San Bernardino, Calif.; two sisters, Mrs. Pete Ratzlaff of Halstead and Mrs. 
Christina Rink of Maize.  Funeral services will be conducted Saturday at 2 p.m. at the 
Lutheran Church in Halstead.  The Rev. H. W. Bittorf will officiate and burial will be in 
Greenwood Cemetery in Newton.  Kaufman Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.  
(The Newton Kansan, Newton, Kansas.  Wednesday, April 23, 1958.  Page 12).

Adolph N Froelich, 82, formerly of Newton, died Sunday in San Francisco, Calif.  He was born March 22, 1890 in Kiev, Ukraine, South 
Russia and had lived in Newton and Halstead all of his adult life.  For many years he had worked for International Milling Co., retiring 
in 1955.  He was a member of Zion Lutheran Church in Newton.  His wife, Adolphena, died Aug. 8, 1952.  Survivors include 2 sons, A. 
N. Jr of San Bernardino, Calif. And Herbert of Newton; 5 grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren.  A son, S-Sgt. Rudolph E. was killed 
in 1944 during World War II.  Funeral arrangements will be announced by Petersen Funeral Home.  (The Newton Kansan, Newton, Kansas.  
Tuesday, March 20, 1973.  Page 6).  Froelich Services   Funeral services for Adolph Froelich, 89, who died Sunday in San Bernardino, Calif. 
Will be held at 2 p.m. Friday at Zion Lutheran Church with Rev. Samuel Widiger of Wichita officiating.  Burial will be in Greenwood 
Cemetery.  Calling time at Petersen Funeral Home will be Thursday and until service time.  (The Newton Kansan, Newton, Kansas.  Wednesday, 
March 21, 1973.  Page 12).

Mrs. Adolphena Froelich, 59, wife of Adolph Froelich, 320 Old Main street, died unexpectedly Friday morning at 7:10 at Bethel 
Deaconess hospital, where she had been a patient since July 24.  Mrs. Froelich entered the hospital after suffering a heart attack last 
month but her condition had been improving until she was stricken today.  Born June 23, 1893 in Russia, she was the daughter of Gustav 
and Selma Henke, and came to the United States as a youth girl.  She was married Nov. 28, 1912 in Orlando, Oklahoma.  The family has 
resided in Newton since 1930.  Prior to moving here, Mrs. Froelich lived in Halstead for 15 years.  She was a member of the Lutheran 
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church of Newton and various church organizations, including the Ladies Aid and Women’s 
Missionary league.  She was also a member of the Friends Worthwhile club and American 
Legion auxiliary.  In addition to her husband, Mrs. Froelich is survived by two sons, Herbert 
L. and Adolph N. both of Newton.  Another son, Rudolph E., died in aerial combat in the last 
war.  A tail gunner, he was shot down over northern Germany in August, 1944.  Also surviving 
are two brothers, Ben Henke of Orlando, Okla., and Ed Henke of Guthrie, Okla.; four sisters, 
Mrs. Hertha Emde of Stillwater, Okla., Mrs. Agatha Wilde of Perry, Okla., Mrs. Ida Farber of 
Orlando, and Mrs. Frieda Wheeler of Elk City, Okla.  Funeral services will be held Monday 
afternoon.  A short service will be held for the immediate family at 2:10 at Moody’s Funeral 
chapel, followed by rites at the Zion Lutheran church with Rev. E. H. Wilms in charge of both services.  Burial will be in the family lot 
in Greenwood cemetery.  Friends may call at the funeral chapel anytime Sunday afternoon or evening.  The Newton Kansan, Newton, 
Kansas.  Friday, August 8, 1952.  Page 2.

Grandchildren of Christoff & Caroline Froelich

Adolph N. “Junior” Froelich, 73, of San Bernardino, Calif., retired postal worker, died Wednesday (Sept. 13, 1995) at San Bernardino 
Medical Center.  A native of Halstead and Newton, he lived in San Bernardino for 37 years.  He transferred from the Newton Post Office 
in 1957, going to work for the San Bernardino Post Office.  He also served as postmaster for three years in Redlands, Calif.  In all, he had 
39 years of government service for the military and post office.  Survivors include his wife, Marge; one son, James Robert Whitchurch 
of San Bernardino; one brother, Herbert L. of Newton; six grandsons; and 15 great-grandchildren.  A memorial service was held on Sept. 
15 at Mark B. Shaw Chapel in San Bernardino.  (The Newton Kansan, Newton, Kansas.  Saturday, September 30, 1995.  Page 2.)

Herbert L. Froelich, 81, died Wednesday (May 14, 1997) at Kansas Christian Home in Newton.  He was born Sept. 17, 1915, in Perry, 
Okla., to Adolph and Adolphena Henke Froelich.  He married Cora P. Arnold on June 1, 1941, in Emporia.  She survives of the home.  

He was a member of the Zion Lutheran Church, National Association of retired employees and 
the American Association of Retired Persons.  After relocating to Newton, he was employed 
by International Milling Co., then entered the federal civil service as a U.S. Postal clerk for 
30 years.  He attended elementary school in Halstead, and moved to Newton in 1929.  He was 
a graduate of St. John’s College in Winfield and later from Concordia Theological Seminary 
in St. Louis, Mo.  He served as missionary at large for the Southern Nebraska District of 
Missouri Synod of Lutheran Church in Custer County, Neb.  He later served as minister of a 
rural congregation in Osborne County.  Other survivors include one daughter, Cynthia Bender 
of Baltimore; two sons, Dana Froelich of Newton and Stephen Froelich of Overland Park; and 
three grandchildren.  Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. Monday at Zion Lutheran Church with 
the Rev. Ronald Gloe officiating.  Burial will be in Greenwood Cemetery.  Friends may call 

from 5 to 9 p.m. today, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday and 1 to 9 p.m. Sunday at Petersen Funeral Home.  Memorials have been established 
with the Lutheran Hour or Kansas Christian Home, in care of the funeral home.  (The Newton Kansan,  Friday, May 16, 1997.  Page 2).

Staff Sergeant Rudolph Edmund Froelich.  Born in Halstead, Kansas, October 28, 1917, 
Rudolph Froelich was christened in the Zion Lutheran Church on November 11, 1917 and 
confirmed on March 29, 1931.  He was raised in Halstead,  and enlisted in the United States 
Army. On January 6, 1941 he left Newton for Camp Robinson, Arkansas, where he received 
his basic training.    On February 10, 1942  he was sent to Oakland, California, where he 
served as guard and there was promoted to Sergeant.    He married Grace Tintle on August 
16, 1942.  On April 4, 1943 he moved to Camp Rucker, Alabama, was transferred to the Air 
Force as gunner on October 18, 1943, and received his wings at Ft. Myers, Florida in Decem-
ber, 1943.  He flew to England from Florida on June 1, 1944.    As tail-gunner on a B-17, he 
took part in air raids over Germany.  Less than 3 months later, on August 25, 1944 he failed to 
return from his 17th mission over Germany.    The following year, August 25, 1945, the War 
Department declared him officially dead.  Rudolph Froelich was survived by his wife, Grace, 
and daughter, Janice Elaine, 14 months old; his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Froelich; and 
two brothers, Rev. Herbert Froelich and Adolph Froelich, Jr.

Naomi Marguerite Froelich, eight months, one day old daughter of Rudolph and Hulda 
(Pankratz) Froelich passed away Sunday afternoon (Nov. 15, 1936) at 5:15 at their home in 
Halstead, following an illness of two weeks.  The little one was born March 14, 1936.  She 
is survived by her parents and her brothers, Donald, five and Norman, four, and her paternal 
grandmother, Mrs. Caroline Froelich and a number of aunts and uncles.  Funeral services will be held at 2:30 Tuesday afternoon in 
Halstead at the Kinzer and Dreese Undertaking parlors.  Interment will be made in the Halstead cemetery.  (The Evening Kansan-Republican, 
Newton, Kansas.  Monday, November 16, 1936.  Page 3).                           Additional obituary information can be found in Halstead Newspapers.
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OLD HALSTEAD CEMETERY

The Old Halstead Cemetery, located 1/2 mile west of Halstead’s west side, holds 
only a few of Halstead’s earliest pioneers.  The cemetery is very well kept, but 
most of the headstones have been decayed or destroyed over time.  No doubt there 
are additional burials, but definitive records have not yet been located.  In addition 
to 4 marker stones, 9 headstones are readable, as follows:

Morris, Ida F.  -  Died Nov. 27, 1882 - Dau of JA & SA
Popkins, Albert  -  Died 1893 (Born 1889)
Popkins, James A  -  Died 1878 (Born 1818)
Popkins, Nancy  -  Died 1905 (Born 1829)
Schrag, John  -  Died Oct 9, 1874 (Born Jun 5, 1873) - Son of John A & Fannie
Syverson, Henry  -  Died Aug. 30, 1881 (Age 7 mos 1 day) - Son of H & J
Syverson, Mary  -  unknown
Syverson, Willie  -  Died Jun 28, 1881 - Son of H & J
Thompson, Frankie E  -  Died Jul 10, 1879 (Born May 13) - Son of DW & AJ

1882 BIOGRAPHIES
of Halstead Residents

C. S. BROWN, hardware, of the firm of Brown & 
Markel, came to Kansas in 1872, and located one 
mile south of town and is engaged in farming, and 
in connection with farming, at the butcher business. 
In 1875 came to town and opened a hardware 
store, but sold out in about a year, and went into 
the hotel business. In 1879 he went to Nickerson 
and engaged in hardware, but not being satisfied 
with the location, came back to Halstead in 1882 
and engaged in present business, and has a good 
trade, and nice home of eleven acres joining town. 
Was born in England and came to the United States 
with his parents when four years of age, and located 
in New York, remaining two years, when they 
moved to Indiana, and in 1855 removed to Iowa. 
In August, 1862, he went to Indiana on a visit and 
enlisted in Company H, Eighty-fourth Regiment 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and with his command 
participated in the battle of Missionary Ridge and 
the Atlanta campaign. After the fight at Lovejoy 
Station his regiment was sent to follow Hood, and 
was engaged at Franklin and Nashville, Tenn., and 
was mustered out July, 1865. Was married October 
26, 1868, to Miss Sarah Kirkby, a native of England. 
They have three children -- Reuben H., Mary V., 
Charles W. Is a Mason. 

C. J. GRAM, coal dealer, was born in Iowa, March 
13, 1848, and was educated for the mercantile 
business. In 1869 he moved to Missouri, and 
engaged in selling goods, and came from there to 
Kansas in 1879, and located here and engaged in 
the drug business. In May, 1882, he was forced 
to sell his business at a sacrifice, on account of 
malicious prosecution, and organized his present 
business in July last. His capital is limited but his 
business is good and constantly growing. He was 
married May 11, 1876, to Miss Louisa Stevens, a 
native of Illinois. The have one child, Arthur C. Mr. 
Gram is a member of the I. O. O. F.

J. W. LYONS, contractor and builder, was born in 
Iowa, May 3, 1845, and after the war, went south 
and followed his business of contractor and builder 
in Louisiana and Texas, and came to Kansas in 
1870, locating in Wichita where he had an extensive 
business in his line. In 1877, he moved to Colorado, 
but returned and located in Halstead in July, 1882, 
and since that time has had a large and growing 
trade, and his contracts in the time have amounted 
to about $55,000. Was married January 11, 1871, 
to Miss Mary McFarland, a native of Ohio. They 
have three children -- Edith M., William G., born in 
Kansas and Julie E., a native of Colorado.

Selected biographies compiled from Cutler’s 
History of Central Kansas (1883).  

OLD NEWS AROUND HALSTEAD

October 10, 1872:  The new post office of Hillside Farm recently established in 
this county, is nine miles west of Newton, on the Southwest quarter of Section 
10, Township 23 Range 2 West.  John W. Smith, Postmaster.  (4 miles north of 
Halstead and 3/4 mile west of the Fairview Quaker cemetery).

April 6, 1943:  The 7th & 8th grades were in charge of the Grade School Chapel 
Monday afternoon.  Flag salute was led by Meribeth Huebert, reading by Joan 
Huebert, a talk on Puerto Rico by Dick Mowry, who spent a year there; Music 
by Inney, Glen Dale, Wayne and Jerry Koehn, dialogue by Lavern Ppesky and 
Pete Wiebe, two numbers by the7th & 8th grade chorus and a play, “Makers of 
the Flag” by the Seventh grade.

April 6, 1943:  More than one hundred relatives and friends gathered at the 
home of A.M. Williams Sunday to help Mr. and Mrs. Williams celebrate their 
Golden Wedding anniversary.  They have resided in this community, south of 
Halstead, their entire married life. 

April 6, 1943:  Mr. and Mrs. James Willm are the parents of a son born at the 
Halstead Hospital Sunday night.
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Daniel Palmer, a retired farmer of Halstead, Kansas, was born in Ross County, Ohio, Saturday, December 31, 1836, 
it being the last day of the week as well as of the month and year.  He was of Dutch lineage, his paternal grandfather, 
Edmond Palmer, having come to the new world from Holland, settling in Virginia, where he passed away in 1804 
in the prime of his life.  His wife and three children, two sons and a daughter, survived him.  In 1856 the mother 
passed away and was laid by the side of her husband in Loudoun county, Virginia.  The daughter of the family, not 
having married, went to live with her brother, Landon Palmer.  He lived to quite an advanced age, but was survived 
by his sister, who became an octogenarian.  The grandfather was a cooper by trade, an honest and industrious man, 
who gave to his descendants a legacy of far greater worth than worldly possessions, that of honesty and fidelity to 
that which is right.

Daniel Palmer, while acquiring a common-school education, at the same time learned the duties of farm life and 
the labors attempting the same, and at an early age was competent to undertake any ordinary business aside from 
farming.  He, however, remained with his parents on the home farm, assisting 
his father in the work.  On the twenty-seventh day of July, 1862, Mr. Palmer was 
married to Miss Abigail Edgington, a young lady nineteen years of age, who was 
born in Ross County, Ohio, the daughter of Samuel and Sarah (White) Edgington.  
For two years after his marriage Daniel Palmer remained on the home farm, 
assisting in the cultivation of the land, and there lost his first child, Mary Jane, 
when thirty days old.  Isaac, the second child, was born in Ohio in 1864, and is 
now a prosperous farmer living near his parents.  The third child, a daughter, died 
when past three years of age.  The other children born to Mr. and Mrs. Palmer 
are Elbert J., unmarried and assisting on the home farm; Frank, also single and at 
home; Oliver Thurman, who was born in Iowa, May 17, 1871 and died in Halstead, Kansas May 7, 1873, when two 
years old; and Harley Irvin, born in Iowa, December 30, 1867, died also in that state, December 24, 1868.

In 1864 Mr. Palmer removed with his family to Indianola, Iowa.  In 1873 he removed to Kansas, settling in Halstead 
where he pre-empted a homestead of eighty acres.  For eight years he resided here and in 1881 sold the property, 
purchasing one hundred and sixty acres of land north of Halstead in Garden Township, on which he successfully 

followed the pursuit of agriculture.  The death of his wife on January 16, 1886, was a 
great loss to him, for she had been a faithful and helpful companion during their married 
life, always lending her assistance whenever it was required.  He was then left to care for 
the three motherless children, a son of twenty-two and two younger sons of ten and five 
years, respectively.  Tenderly and carefully has he reared these boys, being both father 
and mother to them, and now as reward for the care in boyhood, he lives with them in 
Halstead, enjoying the rest which he well deserves after so many years of hard labor 
and sacrifice.  The children all realize what he has done for them, having worked and 
striven to bring them into perfect manhood, and lovingly render any service possible 
to the beloved father.  Mr. Palmer’s success has been remarkable, he having begun life 

without a dollar, and even being obliged to borrow the fee with which to get married.  His father-in-law was about 
to leave for another state, taking with him his family, and this precipitated his intentions before he had accumulated 
sufficient means with which to begin married life.  His perseverance and industry, however, have brought to him 
unquestionable success, and his honesty and integrity have won for him scores of friends, who admire him not only 
as a man of high honor but as one who has performed his duties to his family as becomes a man of strong character 
and noble purpose.  Besides the large farm in Garden township he also owns eighty acres of finely cultivated land 
in Halstead township, and these bring to him a handsome competence.  Mr. Palmer is a loyal Democrat, and, being 

modest and unassuming, he has never sought nor held an office.  He is a member of the 
Quaker church, a descendant of the old Puritan stock, his maternal ancestors belonging 
to the colony founded by William Penn, and with such inherent qualities given to him 
by a conscientious people he has lived a life of loyalty to their teachings, firm in his 
convictions, true to his friendships and loving and unselfish with those with whom 
he was closely connected.  Daniel Palmer died on August 27, 1916, and was buried 
in the Fairview Quaker Cemetery north of Halstead, next to his son, Oliver, and his 
wife, Abigail.  (Summarized from A Biographical History of Central Kansas, Lewis 
Publishing Company (1902), Vol. 1, Pages 637-639 and HCGS files.).

Daniel & Abigail Palmer
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The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized during the 
summer of 1873, by Rev. Jno. Harris. Services were first held 
in the Sweesy House, after which the schoolhouse was used. 
In the fall of 1882, a handsome and substantial brick edifice, 
35 x 55 feet, was erected at a cost of $4,2000.  The Mennonite 
Church (German) was organized 2 years later, in the spring of 
1875, with sixteen members, by Rev. V. Krehbiel, who remained 
three years. He was succeeded by the Rev. D. Goerz. The church 
building was a wooden frame, 38 x 44 feet, erected in 1878, at a 
cost of $1,5000.  The German Methodist Episcopal Church was 
organized in the fall of 1878, with eleven members, by Rev. H. 
Hoffman. A church building, 26 x 40 feet was erected in 1882.

 
The largest flouring mill in the county was build in the summer 

of 1874, by Keck, Warkentine & Co. The building was a four-story frame, 
30 x 48 feet and the machinery was propelled by water-power until 1877, 
when the dam was destroyed. The original cost of the mill, which had 
three runs of buhrs, including the dam was $18,500. In 1878, it passed 
into the hands of  Eisenmeyer & Co., and was moved and enlarged, and 
run by a 120 horse-power engine. In 1881 the machinery was increased 
to five run of buhrs and five set of rolls, giving a capacity of 200 barrels 
daily.

Halstead was named 
in honor of Murat 
Halstead, editor of the 
Cincinnati Commercial 
Historian who had been 
a respected Civil War 
correspondent.

The Homesteader is published quarterly by the Harvey 
County (Kansas) Genealogical Society, PO Box 75, 
Newton, Kansas 67114.  To be added to the mailing list, 
submit materials, or for more information about the content 
listed in this issue, contact Darren McMannis, Newsletter 
Editor, at editor@hcgsks.org.
HCGS reserves the right to edit submissions and other 
material for space, content, clarity, grammar, and spelling.  
This newsletter may be freely photocopied and distributed, 
in its entirety, as long as it is not reproduced for profit or 
other personal gain.  

Harvey County Through My Eyes - RWP Muse 
is the title of the program which will be held 
April 15, 2007 at the Harvey County Museum.  
Archivist Jane Jones will present this program 
beginning at 3:00 p.m.  Jane also serves as Vice 
President for the Harvey County Genealogical 
Society.  Plan now to attend.  Judge Muse has 
been called “the most important man involved 
with the development and history of both 
Newton and Harvey County.”  

Mark June  16 
on your calendars 
now and plan to attend the KCGS Conference 
in Salina.  Tony Burroughs will be the featured 
speaker, a professional genealogist who has been 
teaching genealogy at Chicago State University 
for 15 years.  Unique sessions include Farmers, 
Tenant Farmers, & Share Croppers, The 
Six Phases of African-American Genealogy, 
Creating Order Out of Chaos, and The 
Nature of Genealogy.  Mr. Burroughs has 
received several awards and honors.  Visit www.
ancestorhunters.com for registration & detailed 
conference information. Registrations need to 
be received by May 26.  

haRVEY COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
“You’ve Got Family Here”

PO BOX 75    NEWTON KS  67114
info@hcgsks.org

VISIT US ONLINE
www.hcgsks.org

HONORING ALL WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HALSTEAD’S HISTORY

The Halstead Historical Society has biographies and information on Civil 
War veterans from the Halstead area.  The Halstead Heritage Museum is 
divided into two main galleries, formerly the depot waiting rooms. The 
Halstead Heritage Museum and Depot also has a gift shop and reference 
materials located in the former Station Master’s Office. East of the main 
galleries are a baggage room, freight room and freight dock. These areas 
will be renovated and developed as funds become available.  The museum 
is open Saturday & Sunday from 2:00 to 5:00.

The east waiting room holds the Charles Basore Gallery, which contains 
permanent exhibits that give a brief overview of Halstead history. The 
Basore Gallery displays include: The Founding and Naming of Halstead, 
Warkentin and His Introduction of Turkey Red Wheat to Kansas, Local 
Mennonite Heritage, Dr. Arthur E. Hertzler and The Halstead Hospital, 
The Halstead Hospital School of Nursing, Record Breaking Floods, 
Halstead Public Schools, & Religion in Halstead.

The west waiting room contains the Lehman-Dreese Gallery, designed 
to house rotating exhibits. These change quarterly in August, November, 
February and May. This concept allows the museum to display its 
collection to greater advantage, remove items for conservation purposes, 
and develop more in-depth exhibits. Exhibits being planned for this 
gallery include: Famous Sons and Daughters, The Clothing of Yesteryear, 
Halstead’s Natural Disasters, A Child’s Christmas, & Halstead’s 
Architecture.

For more information visit http://historicalsociety.halsteadkansas.com/
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